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Based on meticulous investigation of the Quran, the author has abundantly demonstrated that 
Islam — more specifically, its doctrine of Jihad or holy war — unequivocally calls for forced 
conversion and enslavement of non-Muslims and for the establishment of an imperial Islamic rule 
globally. Thereafter, based on extensive study of the original biographies and traditions of the 
Prophet, he demonstrates how these commands of the Islamic God, of eternal relevance, were 
scrupulously applied by Prophet Muhammad: he engaged in forced conversion and enslavement, 
and established the first imperial Islamic state in Arabia. Through rich historical documentation, 
this book further demonstrates how Muslims have expanded and peipetuated these paradigmatic 
models of Jihad over vast parts of the world throughout history to this day. The author predicts 
that Islamic Jihad, in all likelihood, will intensify over coming decades with serious consequences 
for humankind, for the infidel and Western world in particular. 

This book, 1 believe, will be a very’ important contribution for making a thorough understanding of 
the rising challenges both Muslim and non-Muslim world faces from Islamic extremists. 

- Ibn Warraq, Author of Why I Am Not a Muslim 

This is a must read book, very important and eloquently written, that sheds light on the violent 
imperialist nature of jihad: a main doctrine in Islam that can only be accomplished at the expense 
of violating human rights of non-Muslims as well as Muslims... It is one of the best that 1 read on 
Islam. 

- Nome Darwish, Author of Now They Call Me In fidel 

I read this book and found it fascinating. “Islamic Jihad” is a comprehensive reference, which 
entails in detail lots of facts about Islam and its prophet, in historical and current times. It is very 
well documented. All that makes it a must read to all of those, who want to understand the driving 
force behind Jihad and terror. 

- Sami A1 Raba, Author of Veiled Atrocities 

1 would call "Islamic Jihad" a masterpiece and a great contribution to humanity. Like a 
spellbound man, 1 have gone through this book. I will call it a mighty weapon against Islam. 

- Shamsuzzoha Manik, Scholar and author of Islam 

"Islamic Jihad" is of huge magnitude, in depth and has a great scope. Much of the historical 
material is largely unknown and greatly needed. It has done a remarkable job on slavery’. This 
work is a blessing to humanity. 

- Bill Warner, Scholar and author on Islam; Director of Center for the Study of Political Islam 

" Islamic Jihad" is so incredibly documented that it leaves little room to criticize the book for the 
accuracy of the Islamic expose. So do not tackle this book for reading enjoyment, rather engulf the 
book to educate your self on the actual nature of Islam ’s past to understand its present and predict 
its future. 

- Slant Right Blog 

This book had me reading it intently from the very start. I enjoyed the chapters on Islam in India... 
The history’ of Islam and its adherents throughout history’ is discussed thoroughly, and fairly, 
taking into account all sides of the argument. A MUST read. This book is all the more important in 
the world with what's happening today. 

- Goddess 101 (in amzon.co.uk) 

At times, the book can be quite disturbing when reading about the misfortunes and massacres of 
the conquered and enslaved peoples. There is much writing that needs to be comprehended by the 
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reader in order to understand the mind of the Jihadist and the bloody wars fought in the name of 
Allah. Mr. Khan writes a compelling book that is very detailed, backing it up with extensive 
footnotes, bibliography, and index. It is a book that should be kept as a reference source for 
anyone and everyone who is interested in understanding the bloody history of Islamic Jihad and 
all the consequences that have emerged from it. 

- Steven B. Simpson, Writer 

Khan's work stands out from the field, [it's] a goldmine. With Khan's book, you will have solid 
amateur knowledge not only of Islamic history’, but Islamic theology as well. For that reason, it is 
a threat to those who try to keep us blinkered about the reality of Jihad. And to open eyes was 
Khan's intention. He has succeeded magnificently... Khan depicts the life of Muhammad as a 
microcosm of Islamic doctrine and history, and he does so brilliantly. I cannot recommend this 
book highly enough. Read it and learn. 

- C. C. Chrappa (on Amazon.com) 

"Islamic Jihad" is well researched and scholarly written. Its strength is in its style, rich insight, 
depth of analysis and the fact that it is well-sourced from Islam's own literature, including the 
Quran... The book also presents powerful arguments and critical examination of the teachings of 
Islam and its sanctioning of jihad. It brings to light the reality of jihad and the horrors of 
surrendering to its evil known as dhimmitude. This book is an essential reading for all those, who 
are interested in understanding the menace of jihad. 

- Mumin Salih, Scolar of Islam and writer 

"The book, "Islamic Jihad: A Legacy of Forced Conversion, Imperialism and Slavery", is M. A. 
Khan's gift to mankind. It is an essential read for all of us, for it depicts the true nature of Islam 
and the serious threat it poses to the safety and well-being of non-Muslims. I thank the author for 
giving us such a precious gift. " 

- Mohammad Asghar, author of Muhammad & His Quran 

"Islamic Jihad" is very’ scholarly, persuasive and cogent. The language is simple, easy to 
understand, and engaging. Once started reading, readers would feel an urge to finish the book. No 
serious readers of Islam should ignore this book. Read this book and you will grasp why the 
Islamic Jihadis are doing what they are doing. Readers of the subcontinent (India, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh), especially Muslims, will be shocked at the suffering their ancestors suffered at the 
hands of Muslim invaders from the Middle East and Central Asia. The compelling account of 
many invasions and subsequent incursions will force them to eagerly search their roots. Readers 
from elsewhere in the Muslims world, and even Europe and America, would also be able make a 
connection as to how Islam impacted lives of their ancestors. 

This book is also a must read for today’s political leaders — both Muslim and non-Muslim — to 
shake off their apathy towards the mortal danger of ascendant Islamic radicalism. 

- Abul Kasem, Scholar and author of Islam 

"M. A. Khan 's book, Islamic Jihad: A Legacy of Forced Conversion, Imperialism and Slavery, is 

a meticulously researched masterpiece on the subject of the histoiy of Jihad that is a must reading 
for anyone interested in this topic. " - Jeffry King, Author of Free Speech (upcoming) 
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Islamic Jihad 



Preface 



I was bom and brought lip in a conservative Muslim society. After graduating in India, 1 moved to the West 
for furthering my education. Despite my conservative Muslim background, 1 grew up with a liberal outlook. 
In my school and university days, my closest friends were Hindus and Sikhs: I felt more comfortable with 
them as they were more liberal, easy-going and humble with fewer religious scruples. I had wholly given up 
religious rituals by the time I completed my university studies: they just didn’t attract me. 

When the 9/11 attacks occurred in the U.S., 1 had lived in a liberal society for over a decade. 1 had 
become consciously convinced that religious rituals — prayers, fasting, pilgrimage — were all meaningless. 1 
should be rewarded, 1 felt, for working hard, and intelligently, not for aping some wasteful rituals, which 
brings good to nobody. Non-Muslims were my best friends; shocking my Muslim peers, I ate haraam 
(prohibited) foods, drank alcohol (in moderation). 

Despite the kind of a liberal person I had become, let me be honest that 1 was not excluded from 
those Muslims who felt that the 9/11 attacks were justified, although 1 felt that those perished in it died 
undeserving deaths. Muslim societies universally portray America as a mortal enemy of Islam, particularly for 
its stance on the Israel-Palestine conflict. America’s mindless support for Israel has been causing terrible 
oppression and untold sufferings to Palestinian Muslims. There was, undoubtedly, an overriding sense of 
justification for the 9/11 attacks amongst Muslims; it gave the unjust superpower a bloody nose: I, so little a 
Muslim, thought that way too. 

Weird as it may sound, 1 still believed in Islam. I thought that the terrorists, who are acting in the 
name of Islam, were misguided. After 9/11, I slowly started reading about Islam: the Quran, Sunnah and 
Prophet Muhammad’s biographies; 1 hadn’t read them in the thirty-five years of my life. I was shocked. I had 
been told all my life that Prophet Muhammad was the ideal human being: most merciful and just; that Islam is 
the most peaceful religion; and I believed it. But the Quran reads like a manifesto of open-ended war against 
non-Muslims for converting them to Islam, or for subjugating them into horribly degraded dhimmi subjects. In 
his prophetic career, especially during the critical last ten years, Prophet Muhammad was anything but what a 
peace-loving, merciful and just person stands for. 

My curiosity grew. Over the past years, 1 have done extensive research on Islamic theology as well 
as on Islamic history: from Prophet Muhammad to modern times. It has been a harrowing tale of forced 
conversion, brutal imperialism and devastating slavery. It’s a saga of great human tragedy — all in the name of 
Islamic holy war or Jihad, the foundational creed of Islam. This tragic tale is the subject of this book. 



M. A. Khan 
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Jihad: The Controversies 



‘ ...one must go on Jihad at least once a year... One may use a catapult against them when 
they are in a fortress, even if among them are women and children. One may set fire on 
them and/or drown them. ’ 

— Imam al-Ghazzali, the second greatest scholar of Islam after Muhammad 

‘I n the Muslim community, the holy war is a religious duty, because of the universalism of 
the (Muslim) mission and (the obligation to) convert everybody to Islam either by 
persuasion or by force. ’ 

— Ibn Khaldun, The Muqaddimah, New York, p. 473 



The tragic 9/11 attacks in the United States have dramatically changed the world — a change that will persist 
for a long time to come. Indiscriminate violence worldwide by al-Qaeda and like-minded Muslim groups in 
the name of "Jihad" or Islamic "holy war" against the infidels (non-Muslims) has plunged both the Islamic 
and non-lslamic world into a crisis of security and stability. There is also an ascending tide of puritanical 
Islamic revivalism among the wider Muslim populace globally. Both these trends pose an unprecedented 
threat to future security of the secular-democratic nations, both in the West and elsewhere. The violent Jihadi 
groups that are aiming to establish puritanical Islamic rule globally, governed by the Islamic holy law (Sharia) 
seek to destroy the modernist, secular-democratic and progressive world-order through indiscriminate 
violence, death, and destruction. The nonviolent puritanical Islamic revivalism, which has a wider appeal 
amongst Muslims, seek to achieve the same goal, albeit through different means: through ever-growing 
demand for the legislation of Sharia and for the gradual suppression of practices and social behaviours in 
Western societies — freedom of speech, mixing of opposite sexes, and homosexuality etc. — deemed offensive 
to Islam. 

A poll in 2006 found some 40 percent of British Muslims wanted to be governed by Sharia laws, 
while some 60 percent of them wanted to see Sharia courts operate for the mediation of Muslim affairs. A 
recent study by the Center for Social Cohesion in the U.K. found some 4 percent of Muslim students in 
British Universities support killing to "promote and preserve" Islam; 32 percent thought that killing was 
justified in the defence of Islam; 40 percent support the introduction of Sharia law for Muslims in Britain and 
37 percent oppose it. Some 33 percent of them support the creation of a worldwide Muslim caliphate, with 
only 25 percent opposed to the idea. 1 The study also found that extremism is on the rise amongst Muslims and 



1 . Gardham D, Muslim students back killing in the name of Islam, Telegraph (UK), 27 July 2008 
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